Calcium channel antagonists. What do the second-generation agents have to offer?
Calcium channel antagonists have gained widespread acceptance for treatment of a variety of cardiovascular disorders. Newer drugs of the dihydropyridine class are especially attractive for treating hypertension and angina because of their increased vascular selectivity, favorable side-effect profile, and pharmacokinetics that allow once-daily dosing. In the future, calcium channel antagonists may also play a role in antiatherogenic therapy and in treatment of congestive heart failure and cerebrovascular disease as results of prospective studies become available and new agents are developed.